
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths Whole School  

Progression guide- 2022 

 



 

Nursery Coverage 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery Coverage 

 



 

 

Area of Learning Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Mathematics Three to Four year 

olds  

2. Recite numbers 

past 5.  

3. Say one number 

for each item in 

order: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

4. Know that the last 

number reached 

when counting a 

small set of objects 

tells you how many 

there are in total 

(‘cardinal principle’) 

5. Show ‘finger 

numbers’ up to 5 

6. Link numerals and 

amounts: for 

example, showing 

the right number of 

objects to match the 

numeral, up to 5.  

7. Experiment with 

Children in 

Reception 

21. Count objects, 

actions and sounds.  

23. Link the number 

symbol (numeral) 

with its cardinal 

number value.  

24. Count beyond 

10.  

27. Explore the 

composition of 

numbers to 10.  

31. Continue, copy 

and create 

repeating patterns.  

Children in 

Reception 

22. Subitise.  

25. Compare 

numbers. 

26. Understand the 

‘one more than/one 

less than’ 

relationship 

between 

consecutive 

numbers.  

32. Compare  

length, weight and 

capacity.  

Children in 

Reception 

28. Automatically 

recall number bonds 

for numbers 0-10.  

29. Select, rotate 

and manipulate 

shapes in order to 

develop spatial 

reasoning skills.  

30. Compose and 

decompose shapes 

so that children 

recognise a shape 

can have other 

shapes within it, just 

as numbers can.  

ELG – N 

1. Have a deep 

understanding of 

number to 10, 

including the 

composition of each 

number.  

2. Subitise 

(recognise 

quantities without 

counting up to 5.  

ELG – NP 

4. Verbally count 

beyond 20, 

recognsing the 

pattern of the 

counting system.  

ELG – N 

3. Automatically 

recall (without 

references to 

rhymes, coutning or 

other aids) number 

bonds up to 5 

(including 

subtraction facts) 

and some number 

bonds to 10, 

including double 

facts).  

ELG – NP 

5. Compare 

quantities up to 10 

in different 

contexts, 

recognising when 

one quantity is 

greater then, less 

than or the same as 

the other quantity.  

Reception Coverage 

 



their own symbols 

and marks as well as 

numerals.  

8. Solve real world 

mathematical 

problems with 

numbers up to 5.  

6. Explore and 

represent patterns 

within numbers up 

to 10, including 

evens and odds, 

double facts and 

how quantities can 

be distributed 

equally.  

WHITE ROSE Maths 

guidance  

• To match, 

sort and 

compare 

amounts  

• To 

compare 

size, mass 

and 

capacity  

• To explore 

pattern  

• To 

represent 

1, 2 & 3 

• To 

compare 1, 

2 & 3 

• To explore 

the 

compositio

n of 1, 2 & 

3 

• To explore 

circles and 

triangles  

• To explore 

positional 

language  

• To 

represent 

numbers to 

5 

• To 

understand 

one more 

• To 

introduce 

zero  

• To compare 

numbers to 

5 

• To explore 

the 

compositio

n of 4 & 5 

• To compare 

mass  

• To compare 

capacity  

• To explore 

6, 7 & 8 

• To make 

• To combine 

two groups  

• To explore 

length and 

height 

• To further 

explore 

time  

• To explore 

9 & 10  

• To compare 

numbers to 

10 

• To develop 

an 

understand

ing of 

number 

• To build 

knowledge 

of numbers 

beyond 10 

• To count 

patterns 

beyond 10 

• To explore 

spatial 

reasoning  

• To explore 

adding 

more  

• To explore 

taking 

away  

• To 

compose 

• To double 

numbers  

• To share 

and group 

numbers  

• To explore 

odd and 

even  

• To visualise 

and build  

• To develop 

a deeper 

understand

ing of 

patterns 

and 

relationship

s 



and one 

less  

• To 

investigate 

shapes with 

4 sides  

• To know 

about time  

pairs  bonds to 10 

• To explore 

3D shape  

• To explore 

pattern  

and 

decompose  

• To explore 

mapping  

Understanding the 

World  

3-4 year olds  

3. Talk about what 

they see, using a 

wide vocabulary.  

4. Begin to make 

sense of their own 

life story.  

9. Begin to 

understand the 

need to respect and 

care for the natural 

environment and all 

living things.  

12. Continue to 

develop positive 

attitudes about the 

differences between 

people.  

Children in 

Reception   

20. Recognise that 

people have 

different beliefs and 

celebrate special 

times in different 

ways.  

Children in 

Reception  

16. Comment on 

images of familiar 

situations in the 

past.  

18. Draw 

information from a 

simple map.  

19. Understand that 

some places are 

special to members 

of their 

communities.  

Children in 

Reception  

21. Recognise some 

similarities and 

differences between 

life in this country 

and life in other 

countries.  

24. Recognise some 

environments that 

are different to the 

one in which they 

live.  

Children in 

Reception  

17. Compare and 

contrast characters 

from stories, 

including figures 

from the past.  

ELG – PP 

1. Talk about the 

lives of the people 

around them and 

their roles in 

society.  

2. Know some 

similarities and 

differences between 

things in the past 

and now, drawing 

on their experiences 

ELG – TNW 

8. Know some 

similarities and 

differences between 

the natural world 

around them and 

contrasting 

environments, 

drawing on their 

experiences and 

what has been read 

in class.  

ELG – PCC 

4. Describe their 

immediate 

environment using 

knowledge from 

observation, 

discussion, stories, 



Children in 

Reception  

14. Talk about 

members of their 

immediate family 

and community.  

15. Name and 

describe people 

who are familiar to 

them.  

24. Recognise some 

environments that 

are different to the 

one in which they 

live.  

and what has been 

read in class.  

 ELG – TNW 

7. Explore the 

natural world 

around them, 

making observations 

and drawing 

pictures of animals 

and plants.  

non-fiction texts and 

maps.  

5. Know some 

similarities and 

differences between 

different religious 

and cultural 

communities in this 

country, drawing on 

their experiences 

and what has been 

read in class.  

Children in Reception  

22. Explore the natural world around them.  

23. Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.  

25.  Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 Coverage 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 Coverage 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


