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Dear parents,
It has been an exciting two weeks back in school, with much time spent outdoors in
cold but sunny weather. I love to watch the children playing on the field and it is
interesting to see so many girls involved in ‘competitive’ football games with the
boys. You can certainly observe the field is well used as the bare patches increase!
Yesterday saw the start of the installation of the wooden gazebos on the field.
Avenue builders worked tirelessly to install the first of three. We know the
children will use them and that the community will benefit as the term progresses.
Thank you SOFIA for your contribution towards them.
The final page of this newsletter has a link to a survey to support the development
of a ‘Forest School’ on the school field. We are very keen and excited by the
possibility. Please respond to the survey to be found on page 5.
Children in school have begun to rehearse their class dance for the dance festival.
The theme is ‘re-united’. We also had the Sunderland 3K run confirmed last week,
although participants needed to register last year.
Reading challenge decisions have been made and prizes awarded. Well done to
everyone who took part.
The children have thoroughly enjoyed science week activities. The photos and work
on the following pages evidence this...
Class 4 used the picnic tables
in the playground for their
science experiment yesterday.
They completed their
predictions and recording
outdoors. The children said
they really enjoyed this outdoor
learning and their books really
didn’t blow away! They must
have guessed I would be
worried...
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FOREST SCHOOL PLANS
We would like to install a ‘Forest School’ onto the field, alongside the
football pitch. There is certainly plenty of space for this to happen. Such
a project is extremely costly (between £20,000 and £30,000). With this
in mind, any fundraising efforts will focus on this target and SOFIA will
also support us. This will be discussed by the Local Governing Board and
also the Trust in coming meetings.
Children of all ages enjoy learning outdoors and our colleagues at Ouston
Primary have great experience with forest school activities and programme delivery.
The photograph immediately below this text is of Ouston’s forest school.
Please complete the Forest School survey through the link below:
https://cloud.jlt.org.uk/nextcloud/index.php/apps/forms/
SZgyKM6w7gmNEf6a
(copy into the URL bar if the link doesn’t work)

