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FULWELL INFANT SCHOOL ACADEMY 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY 

 

Rationale 

At Fulwell Infant School Academy we aim to provide all children with a wide range of 

experiences which will enable them to reach their full potential. 

Design and Technology will provide opportunities for the children to become creative 

problem solvers, as individuals and as part of a team. By encouraging the children to 

explore, investigate, invent and experiment we aim to develop their knowledge and 

understanding of technological processes. They will also develop their ability to design, 

make and evaluate high quality products. 

In our school, we emphasise practical activities in which skills are acquired, practised 

and used creatively. Other National Curriculum subjects will be used as resources, in 

particular I.T. programs for designing and making and to research products and their 

designers and manufacturers.  

 

Aims 

• To develop imaginative thinking which will enable the children to discuss their likes 

and dislikes of a product when designing and making 

• To enable children to discuss how things work and to draw and model their ideas 

• To encourage children to select the appropriate tools and techniques for making a 

product, whilst following the correct health and safety procedures 

• To develop an awareness of the influence of technology in our everyday lives and 

begin to understand why products are as they are and how they work 

• To provide opportunities to develop and apply information technology capability 

• To encourage children to co-operate in a variety of work situations- as individuals, 

pairs, small groups or as a whole class   

• To foster enjoyment, satisfaction and purpose in designing and making 

 

General 

In planning for the teaching and learning in Design and Technology staff should refer to 

National Curriculum documents, the EYFS document and the programmes of study.  

These will also form the basis of teachers’ assessments of the progress made by 

individual pupils. 

 

Content 

At Foundation stage the children will have the opportunities to explore, investigate and 

make new discoveries about the world they live in. Their first experiences are likely to 

include; 

• developing and applying the skills of: questioning, hypothesising, exploring, 

measuring, observing, identifying, predicting, discussing, comparing, classifying and 

listening. 

• exploring a range of construction materials to develop their own ideas for designing 

and making. 

• working with commercial construction kits assembling and disassembling to discover 

how things work or don’t work. 

• learning about different types of food and their characteristics. 

• handling food and making products to eat e.g. pancakes. They will be introduced to 

health and safety procedures. 

• discovering how to join materials together successfully. 

• developing making skills e.g. cutting, folding, mixing, joining, and building for a 

variety of purposes 
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• being able to select the appropriate resources, materials and tools for their designs. 

• experimenting with a range of materials to express their ideas. 

• learning about a variety of customs and cultures 

• beginning to work co-operatively in a pair or small group. 

                                                                                                                                 

In Key Stage 1 the children will learn to think imaginatively and discuss their 

preferences when designing and making. They will build upon their early childhood 

experiences of investigating objects around them. They will explore how things work and 

talk about, draw and model their own ideas. They will learn about safety as part of their 

designing and making and begin to use I.C.T. programs for planning and to enhance the 

finished product as well as the Internet for research and to influence their work. 

 

Implementation 

Role of the co-ordinator 

This role is central to ensuring that all pupils receive their full D.T. curriculum 

entitlement within the foundation stage and Key Stage 1 within our school. Key tasks 

include: 

• monitoring the policy and practice of the D.T. curriculum. 

• to offer specialist knowledge and advice to staff if required 

• to lead staff inset on D.T. curriculum, skills and development 

• to attend relevant courses and keep abreast of new initiatives and best practice 

• to liase with the head teacher to co-ordinate the D.T. funding within the whole 

school budget 

• to maintain D.T. equipment and monitor stock whilst evaluating new materials to 

ensure variety and value for money 

• to co-ordinate communal display of work and thoughtful display of work throughout 

school 

 

Equal opportunities. 

At this school we aim to promote equal opportunities and D.T. plays a major role. We aim 

to address the needs of individual pupils by providing appropriate tools and materials. 

We promote a positive image of various groups in our ever changing modern, multicultural 

society rather than a stereotype image. In D.T. we can emphasise the similarities 

between people while at the same time acknowledging the differences.  

 

D.T. activities will provide opportunities for pupils to explore materials and to 

investigate tools to carry out individual or group ideas. 

 The pupils will find out about artefacts, food and tools etc., from other cultures and 

relate them to their intended purpose.  

The children will look at other ways of life and discover how people have addressed their 

own problems and needs.  

All activities will be valued equally and boys and girls will be encouraged to work in all 

D.T. areas e.g. construction, sewing, food technology etc. 

 

We will endeavour to monitor the images we present to minimise stereotyping or bias and 

ensure that all sections of society are fairly represented. 

 

We will ensure that, as far as possible, children with special needs have access to 

suitable resources and activities, e.g. ready cut materials, restricted choice of tasks to 

enable them to have equal access to the curriculum. 
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Special Educational Needs 

The development of D.T. skills is important in encouraging a sense of achievement in all 

children by providing opportunities and experiences which match the needs of individual 

pupils or groups of pupils and allow them to maximise their potential.  As far as 

resources allow support within the D.T. curriculum will include: 

a) differentiation of activities mainly by out come but also by: 

• Extra adult support (teacher, nursery nurse, parent helper, student, own peers) 

• Use of open ended tasks i.e. making a model 

• Adjustment of pace, performance expectations and language 

• Use of peer support in co-operative tasks 

• Target specific needs and develop an individual programme e.g. cutting skills 

 

b) L.A. agencies and the school SENCO will also be able to advise staff on planning 

activities for pupils with an I.E.P. with specific targets related to D.T. skills. 

 

c) More able children’s needs will be met by providing open ended tasks requiring higher 

order skills, research tasks using the library, and Internet, independent planning and 

choice of materials and tools, and extended tasks.  

 

Disability Access 

Not all pupils with disabilities have special educational needs. Many pupils will be able to 

work alongside their peers with specially adapted tools and work spaces which match 

their specific need. In order to provide effective learning opportunities for all pupils 

the staff will need to consider the full requirements of the inclusion statement when 

planning and assessing  individuals or groups with specific disabilities.  To overcome any 

potential barriers to learning in D.T. some pupils may require: 

• alternative tasks because of religious beliefs e.g. food handling/tasting. 

• alternative or adapted activities to overcome difficulties in manipulating tools, 

equipment and materials 

• specific support to enable them to participate in practical activities e.g. talking 

scales. 

• opportunities to communicate through means other than writing or drawing 

• opportunities to avoid materials which cause an allergic reaction 

• time and opportunity to use non-visual means to gain understanding about and to 

evaluate, different products and to use this information to generate ideas 

• be given more time to complete a task 

 

Health and Safety Issues 

Pupils will be provided with a well organised and safe environment with clear areas for 

work. They will be taught to handle tools and materials carefully and correctly and to 

store them safely when not in use. They will be taught about food hygiene, food 

preparation and keeping work surfaces and equipment clean. They will learn how to keep 

their own work space tidy and well ordered. When working with tools, equipment and 

materials, in practical activities and in different environments, including those that are 

unfamiliar, pupils should be taught: 

 

1. about hazards, risks and risk control 

2. to recognise hazards, assess consequent risks and take steps to control the risks to 

themselves and others 

3. to use information to assess the immediate and cumulative risks 

4. to manage their environment to ensure the health and safety of themselves and 

others 
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5. to explain the steps they take to control risks 

 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

The following Health and Safety rules should be referred to by all staff, helpers and 

pupils.  Before each food technology lesson they should be either introduced or revised.  

• Pupils should wear clean aprons 

• Wash hands before food work. 

• Always cover tables with plastic cloths/kitchen paper used only for food work. 

• Wipe table coverings with disposable J cloths and anti-bacterial spray 

• Only use plastic or metal utensils. 

• Wash food utensils in a bowl which is only used for washing food items. 

• Make sure that foodstuffs are used within their sell by date. 

• Store perishable food in a fridge (0’C –4’C) 

• Take home prepared food in a plastic bag. 

• Wash food utensils in hot soapy water and rinse before drying with paper towels. 

• Return clean equipment to correct storage area. 

 

‘Make It Safe’- safety guidelines for all staff and helpers. 

‘Safe working Practice in Design and Technological Activity in Primary Schools’  

 

Learning Across the National Curriculum 

Spiritual, Social and Cultural Links 

 

The Design and Technology curriculum will support the spiritual, social and cultural 

development within our school. Activities will provide opportunities for pupils to develop 

their interdependence and raise their self esteem. They will learn what behaviour is 

acceptable and to recognise right and wrong. They will have the opportunity to work 

closely in a pair or group sharing ideas and learning how to collaborate, in so doing they 

will begin to respect the views of others. Activities will also provide opportunities for 

children to learn about their own and other people’s cultures. The children will take 

responsibility for their class environment and equipment. They will be encouraged to be 

independent, to co-operate with their peers in group work, share and take turns and to 

develop a growing empathy with others. 

 

Promoting key skills through design and technology. 

D.T. provides opportunities for pupils to develop the key skills of: 

• communication, through exchanging designing and making ideas with their 

teachers and peers, producing design proposals, and recording and evaluating their 

work 

• application of number, through measuring and assembling materials and 

components, evaluating processes and products by collecting and recording data, and 

presenting findings 

• IT, through preparing, presenting, and reviewing information as they work on their 

design ideas, developing models that communicate these ideas, and making products 

using computer-aided manufacture(CAM) 

• working with others, through drawing on other people’s experiences to generate 

ideas, discussing their own and other people’s designs, both in group projects and 

when seeking support for individual work, and through researching the needs and 

values of intended users of their products 

• improving own learning and performance, through carrying out focused 

practical tasks that support their own approaches, following plans to meet 

negotiated targets, and through evaluating the whole designing and making process 
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• problem solving, through dealing with conflicting requirements when making and 

project planning, and through considering alternatives in designing when investigating 

and evaluating products 

• thinking skills, through pupils identifying relevant sources of information and 

developing criteria for designs to guide their thinking. 

 

 

I.C.T. 

The use of I.C.T. will enhance the children’s learning  in D.T. and help them to appreciate 

and understand the vast array of design and technology within our own and other 

people’s cultures.  The use of computer programs, the Internet and library facilities will 

play a key role in fostering the children’s imaginations, aid their designing and making 

skills and provide another tool through which to record their ideas.  I.C.T. 

can provide a range of information sources to enhance their knowledge and 

understanding of artists, designers and craftspeople. Wherever possible the use of 

digital cameras, pre-recorded video tapes, relevant websites, and D.T. programs will be 

included in the planning of D.T. topics. 

 

Guidelines 

The D.T. focus for each year group has been organised across 6 half terms to allow for 

ease of planning within a thematic approach across the curriculum. To ensure that there 

is balance, differentiation, continuity and progression D.T. is taught as ‘ focused blocked 

work’ following The Foundation Stage and National Curriculum guidelines. In Foundation 

Stage there is a D.T. focus each half term. 

We also teach D.T. as ‘continuing work’ where children are given the opportunity to 

practise and increase their skills when using materials and tools. D.T. is used across the 

curriculum linking with other units of work in other subjects or aspects of the 

curriculum e.g. making cards for celebrations linked to Religious Education work. 

 

The remaining three half terms will be use to consolidate newly acquired skills and to 

support the rest of the curriculum.  In Years 1 and 2 each topic will follow the National 

curriculum guidelines and take the form of ; 

• Investigate, Disassembly and Evaluate Activities (IDEAs) 

• Focussed Practical tasks (FPTs) 

• Design and Make Assignment (DMAs) 

 

The initial experiences and skills taught and learned in Nursery and Reception are 

revised and practised at Key Stage 1. The pupils need to explore and experiment with a 

vast array of materials, tools and techniques in preparation for the next stage of their 

learning. These initial skills will be on going throughout the Foundation stage and will be 

revisited continuously giving pupils the opportunity to practice and become more adept. 

The following skills are starting points for development; 

CUTTING SKILLS 

• free cutting and tearing 

• use templates to create simple 2D shapes 

• cut along pre-drawn lines on paper and card 

• practise cutting out 2D shapes 

• measure ingredients using non-standard measures (e.g. using spoonful, cupful) 

• use pastry cutters, modelling tools, and plastic knives (EVENTUALLY BEING 

INTRODUCED TO OTHER TOOLS E.G. GRATERS.) 
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JOINING SKILLS  

• use a range of adhesives: sellotape ,masking tape, glue stick, PVA glue 

• Use fasteners to allow movement : paper fasteners 

• Use reclaimed materials to make models 

• Free and structured play with a range of kits and components 

 

A range of photo copiable sheets are available for teachers which cover all of the above 

skills ( see appendix 1) 

 

The following guidelines for Nursery and Reception are skills to be practised but the 

activities are only suggestions, which as far as possible have been taken from previous 

planning. The activities can be adjusted and repeated in other topics depending upon the 

Early Learning Goals for that half term. Years 1 and 2 will follow NC  guidelines for 

focussed D.T. topics but will also practise skills within other subjects when Art and 

Design is the half term focus. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


